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Third part: Rules and values. In this recording Dr James White, a sociologist, is talking about how
society works.

Interviewer: Dr White, as a sociologist, you're an expert on the patterns of behaviour that exist in
different societies and on the rules that are followed. What is meant by a 'rule’ in this case?

Dr White: Now, that's an interesting question. Well, we must make a distinction between a rule and
a law. Both may have equal power but a law is a written-down version of a rule of behaviour. Now,
to understand the power of rules, I'll give you an example, let's take chess. To understand what's
going on in a game of chess, you have to know the rules that are being followed and to play you
have to follow the same rules. You have a choice of moves to make but they must all obey the
appropriate rules, and so likewise in society. The trouble is that these rules may be mostly
internalised, we don't realise that we're following them. For example, the rules of our mother
tongue, the way we speak. Now, we don't have to obey the rules — if we're losing a game we can
spoil it by cheating or by refusing to continue playing.

Interviewer: Yes, but to take up your chess analogy, we know ?ghat our aim is to win so that's the
purpose of the game. . g dink:

Dr White: Haha. Well don't ask me what the purpose of life is, biit playing chess is also a way of
organising time and interaction .. er.. the rules of society have the same purpose. If we act in ways
that other people approve of, then they reward or praise-us; and if we act in ways they disapprove of
then they can show their disapproval or punish us by taking away our life or our freedom or our
physical comfort or our goods. In Western society these punishments are all controlled by written-
down laws, and people who are punished are called ‘criminals'. But parents or teachers may in some
cases have their own rules that entitle them to punish the children that they're responsible for.

Interviewer: But surely the majority of adults conform to the rules and laws because they want to,
not because they fear punishment if they don't?

Dr White: Absolutely, the strongest motive is the desire to conform. Also we're very sensitive to
approval, for example we suffer an agony of embarrassment if we do something supposedly wrong
in public. It's the existence of a shared set of rules that makes it possible for there to be stable
patterns of social interaction. We play roles which have .. er . . different role expectations. For
example, a teacher gives lessons and instructions and a pupil attends and follows. If everyone
accepts the rules then any deviance is inhibited by this.

Interviewer: Another factor is the sharing of values within a society, isn't it?

Dr White: Yes, absolutely, for a complex society to operate, its members all have to subscribe to
the same set of values. Values represent a consensus of what is good or right. Now, they may be
part of a .. say a religious or a political system: Protestantism, socialism, capitalism, etc. For
example.. um .. in the USA success is sometimes said to be the controlling value of all social
endeavour.. er .. whether in work, in sport and school, whatever. Acceptance of the same values
creates solidarity and unity among all the people. We associate with people who share the same
values as us, well, we like them more than those who have different values.

Interviewer: .Of course. No society's perfect and there are likely to be many contradictory and
ambiguous rules.

Dr White: Oh sure, and no society could ever eliminate these but the fact that there is social
harmony to a great extent suggests that there are many more rules and values that are shared in
common. But in any society there's likely to be deviance from the rules and values. There are two
ways that this deviance can manifest itself: er.. there's dropping out for example in .. in the US,
where.. er.. financial success may be hard to attain by someone who is.. is poor or illiterate or has




[image: image2.png]no skills. Then .. er.. dishonesty or taking drugs or getting drunk, becoming a tramp or a hobo — all
these things may be ways of dropping out. Alternatively, a reaction may be to rebel, to rebel against
society.. er .. substituting new values and rules. This can be considered as .. as positive, it leads to
finding ways of altering values for the benefit of a changing society, or it can. But more often it's
considered anti-social, for instance it manifests itself in .. er .. in street gangs and .. er .. the criminal
sub-culture, etc. '

Interviewer: Mm, though the terms positive and anti-social would be the ones used by the members
of the society in question?

Dr White: Oh yes, that's right. Well,. they're not objective terms.

Interviewer: Dr White, thank you. |




